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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  ' 


MELKSHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1957,  based  on  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/58. 

The  District  has  remained  free  from  serious  infections 
throughout  the  year  and  the  customary  standard  of  good  health 
which  this  district  enjoys  has  been  maintained, 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Asian  influenza  in  the  autumn, 
while  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  were  reported. 

I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chair¬ 
men  and  all  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public  Health 
Committee  and  my  colleagues  for  their  help  and  kindness  to  me 
during  the  year;  Mr.  Mahoney  and  Mr.  Acres  for  their  co¬ 
operation,  and  Mrs.  Lewinski  for  clerical  assistance  so  ably  and 
willingly  given. 


Yours  faithfully, 

R.  BRUCE  KILLOH, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  AUTHORITY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

R.  BRUCE  KIEEOH  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

who  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Bradford  and 
Melksham  Rural  District 

Office  :  1  King  Street,  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307 

Public  Health  Inspector  : 

G.  A.  MAHONEY,  Cert.R.S.I.B.,  Cert.C.R.S.l., 

Dip.R.I.P.H.H.  (departed  April,  1957) 

W.  F.  ACRES,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.R.S.H.  (appointed  June,  1957) 

Office  :  1  King  Street,  Melksham.  Tel.  Melksham  2307 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  1,042 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,210 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2,515 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £93,086 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  £372 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  following  statistics  have  been  compiled  from  information 
received  from  the  Registrar  General  : — 

Births 


Live  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

65 

55 

121 

Illegitimate  . 

1 

— 

1 

Total  number  of  live  births  ... 

66 

55 

122 

Birth  Rate  for  the  District  ( i.e .  per  1,000  population)  ...  16*41 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  16*1 


Still  Births 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

— 

1 

1 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  still  births  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate  for  the  District  per  1,000  total  Live 

and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  ...  8*12 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  22*4 


Deaths  MaJe 

Number  of  Deaths  in  the  Area  ...  47 

Local  Death  Rate  (i.e.  per  1,000  population) 
Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales 


Female 

37 


T  otal 
84 

13*28 

11*5 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

3 

— 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

3 

— 

3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

3 

_ __ 

3 

Illegitimate  . 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  deaths 

3 

— 

3 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age 
per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  24-59 

Comparative  figure  for  England  and  Wales  ...  23-0 
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Causes  of  Deaths 

The  causes  of  deaths  classified  according  to  the  Registrar 
General's  system,  are  given  in  the  following  table  :  — 


Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

(other) 

Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  disease  ... 
Malignant  Neoplasm  (stomach) 

(lung  bronchus) 
(breast) 

(uterus) 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  ... 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 

Coronary  disease,  Angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  ... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


Male 


2 

2 

9 

10 

7 

1 

2 

4 

1 

2 


6 

1 


Female  Total 


3 


3 

2 


1  1 

3  5 

1  1 


5 

4 

2 

11 

1 


1 


14 

14 

2 

18 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 


3 

1 

1 


9 

2 

1 


Totals  47  37  84 
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OUTLINE  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES  OPERATING 

IN  THE  AREA 


Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Manor  Hospital,  Bath,  under¬ 
takes  all  necessary  bacteriological  and  pathological  examinations 
in  the  district. 

This  laboratory  with  its  skilled  staff,  provides  a  most  valuable 
service  with  regard  to  the  examination  of  drinking  water,  food 
and  milk  samples,  throat  swabs,  etc.,  and  their  willing  co-operation 
and  expert  advice  is  much  appreciated. 

Hospital  Facilities 

The  South-Western  Regional  Hospital  Board  is  responsible 
for  hospital  facilities  in  this  district. 

The  two  hospitals  in  the  area  are  a  general  hospital  at  Melk- 
sham,  and  a  hospital  for  the  chronic  sick  at  Semington.  Other 
general  hospitals  are  situated  in  the  neighbouring  towns,  with 
larger  ones  in  Bath  and  Bristol. 

Melksham  Hospital  with  its  very  pleasant  surroundings 
admits  a  wide  variety  of  medical  and  surgical  cases  and  is  a  most 
efficient  and  well-run  unit  of  42  beds.  Melksham  is  indeed 
fortunate  in  having  so  excellent  and  so  modern  a  hospital  with 
such  exceptional  amenities  at  its  disposal. 

The  nearest  hospital  for  the  treatment  of  common  infectious 
disease  is  the  Isolation  Hospital  at  Trowbridge,  while  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  are  generally  treated  in  Bath  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  at  Bristol. 

County  Health  Facilities 

The  following  health  services  operating  in  the  district  are 
provided  by  the  County  Health  Committee  :  — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  young  children. 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Arrangements  for  vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Arrangements  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service 
Act  for  the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  and 
health  education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Comparison  with  Previous  Years 


Disease 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

14 

o 

0 

_ 

4 

2 

Whooping  Cough  . 

28 

8 

9 

99 

17 

57 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Non-paralytic 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Measles 

4 

213 

1 

232 

4 

19 

Diphtheria 

— 

i 

A 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Salmonellosis  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  . 

o 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

~ 

1 

1 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ... 

■ 

— 

1 

4 

— 

Meningococcal  infection 
Tuberculosis . 

10 

2 

5 

7 

3 

Analysis  under  Age  Groups 

The  distribution  of  cases  according  to  age  and  sex  are  shown 
in  the  following  tables. 


Scarlet 

Whooping  Acute 

Age  Groups  Fever 

Cough  Poliomyelitis 

Measles 

Dysentry 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year  — • 

1  - 

— 

1 

1 

_ . 

— 

1-2  years  — • 

|  — 

6 

8  — 

— 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

3-4  years  — • 

1 

9 

7  1  — 

— 

4 

2 

1 

— 

5-9  years  — 

|  1 

10 

17  !  - 

— 

2 

0 

3 

— • 

— • 

10-14  years  — - 

|  — 

— 

—  i  — * 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

15-24  years  — 

1  — 

— 

—  ,  — ■ 

— 

— • 

— 

— • 

— • 

25  and  over  — 

|  — 

- - 

-  - 

— 

— ■ 

— 

-- 

— 

Not  known  — • 

| 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- • 

- * 

Total  — 

1  2 

25 

32  — 

— 

10 

9 

1 

— 

1 

Meningo- 

Age  Groups 

Pneu- 

Salmon- 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 

Tuber- 

coccal 

monia 

ellosis 

Pyrexia 

culosis 

Infection 

M. 

F. 

i 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  5  years 

1 

1  - 

— 

— 

5-14  years 

_ * 

— . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15-44  years 

1 

_ _ 

.  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

45-64  years 

— 

— . 

- . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

- 

- « 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Not  known 

— 

i 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

- 

. 

_ 

. 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

— 

One  pneumonia  case  was  admitted  to  hospital. 
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Poliomyelitis 

Fortunately,  and  as  in  the  previous  two  years,  no  cases  of 
poliomyelitis  were  reported  within  the  District. 

Tuberculosis  NEW  CASES 

Year 

1952  . 

1953  . 

1954  . 

1955  . 

1956  . 

1957  . 

Distribution  of  new  cases  according  to  age,  sex,  and  localisa¬ 
tion  of  disease,  is  as  follows  :  — 


No.  of  cases 
10 
2 
5 
7 
4 
3 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Pulmo 

M. 

nary 

F. 

Non-Pul 

M. 

monary 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1  year 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6-15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16-25  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

26-35  years 

— • 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36-45  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46-55  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56-65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Over  65 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

Unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  3  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  notified  during  1957.  No  deaths  from  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  recorded. 


Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients 

Cases  are  from  time  to  time  referred  by  the  Chest  Physician 
for  consideration  for  re-housing.  These  cases  are  classified  as 
follows  : — 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re¬ 
housing  is  considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desir¬ 
able  in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be 
beneficial  but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 


Mass  Radiography 

At  the  Assembly  Hall,  out  of  a  total  of  1,033  persons  exam¬ 
ined,  one  was  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis.  Three  others 
were  found  to  be  suffering  from  non-tuberculous  conditions. 

At  the  Shurnhold  County  Secondary  School,  189  pupils  and 
27  members  of  the  school  staff  were  examined.  No  abnormalities 
were  detected  other  than  one  non-serious  infection  of  the  lung. 

At  the  Avon  India  Rubber  Co.  Ltd.,  1,708  persons  were 

examined.  Four  were  kept  under  observation  and  4  cases  of 

inactive  tuberculosis  were  found  while  3  other  non-tuberculous 

» 

conditions  were  recorded. 

At  Messrs.  Spencer  (Melksham)  Ltd.,  291  persons  were 
examined.  As  a  result,  1  was  kept  under  observation  and  2  non- 
tuberculous  pulmonary  conditions  were  found. 

At  the  Wilts  United  Dairies  Ltd.,  168  persons  were  examined 
with  no  abnormalities  found. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out  systematically 
throughout  the  district  by  General  Practitioners  and  County 
Medical  Officers,  in  homes  and  schools. 


Immunisation  Statistics,  1957 


Age  Group 

1 

Under 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 
under  15 

Primary  imms. 
completed 
during  1957 

Dip. 

98 

16 

7 

10 

— 

131 

Wh/c 

86 

14 

4 

4 

— 

o 

oo 

Re-inf.  injs. 
administered 
during  1957 

Dip. 

— 

— 

14 

38 

— 

52 

Wh/c 

— 

— 

8 

5 

— 

13 

Total  immunised 
child  population 

at  31st  Dec.,  1957 

Pre 

1/1/53 

— 

— 

.  — 

82 

423 

505 

Post 

1/1/53 

28 

105 

1 

00  1 
rn 

624 

211 

1355 

131  primary  and  52  re-in  forcing  immunisations  against 
diphtheria  were  undertaken,  compared  with  140  and  138  respect¬ 
ively  in  1956. 

108  primary  and  13  re-inforcing  immunisations  against 
whooping  cough  were  undertaken,  compared  with  92  and  2 
respectively  in  1956. 

The  total  immunised  child  population  is  1355,  compared  with 
1455  in  1956. 
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Vaccination 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or  re-vaccinated)  during  1957  : — 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Vaccinations 

71 

2 

4 

10 

10 

97 

Re-vaccinations 

— ■ 

— 

1 

3 

20 

24 

97  primary  vaccinations  were  undertaken  compared  with  105 
in  the  previous  year.  Re- vaccinations  rose  from  23  to  24. 

Vaccination  is  performed  under  the  National  Health  Service 
by  General  Practitioners.  Emergency  clinics  can  be  operated  in 
the  event  of  an  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  county  Health  Climes  at 
Salisbury  and  Swindon.  Vaccination  propaganda  is  undertaken 
by  the  County  Health  Authority. 

It  would  continue  to  appear  that  too  few  babies  are  being 
vaccinated  at  the  present  time,  and  in  sharp  contrast  to  diphtheria 
immunisation,  which  is  relatively  popular,  vaccination  in  infancy 
is,  in  my  experience,  inclined  to  be  viewed  with  relative  in¬ 
difference  at  the  present  time.  Everything  possible,  therefore, 
requires  to  be  done  towards  stimulating  public  opinion  in  favour 
of  vaccination  and  impressing  on  them  the  constant  danger  of 
smallpox  outbreaks  in  a  poorly  protected  community. 


Food  Poisoning 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

Section  47  :  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  oe  Persons 

in  need  oe  care  and  attention 

It  was  again  not  found  necessary  to  obtain  compulsory 
removal  of  any  persons  against  their  will  from  their  homes. 

This  step  is  one  that  should  only  be  considered  after  all  the 
assistance  that  can  be  given  by  Home  Helps,  District  Nurses, 
National  Assistance  Officers  and  Welfare  Officers,  etc.,  has  failed 
to  provide  the  care  and  attention  needed,  and  it  is  felt  that  there 
is  need  for  more  co-ordination  of  these  services  which  are  avail¬ 
able  to  assist  the  aged  and  infirm. 
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REPORT 

OF  THE 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  first  Annual  Report  for  this 
area.  Firstly,  I  should  say  that  with  the  departure  of  Mr.  Mahoney 
at  the  end  of  April  and  my  commencing  duties  as  from  the  1st 
June,  followed  by  a  period  of  becoming  established,  the  number  of 
visits  and  inspections  is  considerably  less  than  for  the  previous 
year.  A  further  difficulty  was  occasioned  by  the  absence  of  office 
staff  owing  to  the  death  of  Mrs.  Hannaford. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Noble,  Public  Health  Inspector  of 
Bradford  and  Melksham  Rural  District  Council,  who  dealt  with 
matters  of  urgency  in  the  interim,  and  Mr.  Mills  who  held  the 
fort  meanwhile. 

However,  by  the  end  of  the  period  under  review,  a  position 
was  reached,  in  and  out  of  the  office,  from  which  progress  over 
previous  years  could  be  maintained.  No  matters  of  urgency  were 
left  not  dealt  with. 

SUB-STANDARD  HOUSING  PROGRAMME 

Number  of  Inspections  and  Re-inspections  ...  ...  166 

Number  of  Houses  suitable  for  action  under  Section  9, 
Housing  Act,  1957  (Repairs) 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  served  under  Section  17, 

Housing  y\ct,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  served  under  Section  17, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  under  Section  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  the  position  regarding  the  Council’s 
first  five  years’  programme  commenced  in  1956  was  as  follows  :  — 

Total  I  Louses  scheduled  to  be  dealt  with  ...  102 


Demolition  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Closing  Orders  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Action  suspended  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Action  in  progress  at  end  of  year  ...  ...  ...  7 


Tot  a  e  ...  48 

It  can  be  seen  that  the  programme  is  up  to  schedule,  but  it  is 
hoped  to  deal  with  the  remaining  houses  on  a  speeded-up  basis, 
probably  all  within  the  next  two  years. 
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Legal  action  occurred  in  one  instance  where  the  Council  had 
accepted  undertakings  from  the  owners  in  respect  of  three  prop¬ 
erties  hut  had  failed  to  comply  with  the  undertakings.  Demolition 
Orders  were  thus  served,  against  which  the  owners  appealed.  The 
Court  granted  time  extensions  in  respect  of  undertakings  to  repair. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 

(i)  Number  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  — 


(ii)  VERMINOUS  PREMISES  AND  OTHER  INFESTATIONS 

Two  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed-bugs  and 
were  successfully  treated  with  proprietory  spray.  No  re-infestation 
was  reported. 

In  six  other  cases  the  Department  dealt  with  infestation  by 
wasps.  This  was  not,  strictly  speaking,  a  Public  Health  matter, 
but  was  a  useful  and  appreciated  service. 

i\nother  interesting  problem  was  also  dealt  with  —  an  attempt 
to  deal  with  an  infestation  of  bats  in  the  cavity  walling  of  a 
dwelling  house. 


(iii)  CARAVAN  CAMPING  SITES 

One  camping  site  only  is  licensed  by  the  Council,  this  is 
mainly  residential.  Seven  visits  were  made  and  in  general,  no 
difficulties  were  encountered.  The  disposal  of  chemical  closet 
contents  was  considerably  improved  by  the  installation  of  a  dis¬ 
posal  plant  to  plans  drawn  up  by  the  Department,  Other  prob¬ 
lems,  such  as  better  spacing  of  the  vans,  was  to  receive  attention 
at  the  annual  licensing. 

(iv)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

Routine  supervision  of  additional  and  new  drainage  instal¬ 
lations  is,  by  custom,  looked  after  by  the  Surveyor’s  Department. 

I  reported  the  necessity  of  providing  a  sewer  to  afford  facili¬ 
ties  to  some  properties  at  the  southern  end  of  Semington  Road. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  will  be  found  possible  at  a  not  too  distant 
date. 

(v)  WATER  SUPPLY 

Copies  of  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  have  been 
received  from  time  to  time  from  the  Statutory  Undertakers.  In¬ 
frequent  sampling  for  bacteriological  examination  is  carried  out 
by  the  Department.  Results  show  the  water  to  be  of  high  quality 
bacteriologically.  Chemically  the  results  show  very  high  hardness 
contents,  but  the  effects  of  this  hardness  are  not  of  a  public  health 
nature,  but  more  an  economic  feature. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

One  part-time  Rodent  Operator  is  employed  by  the  Council. 
All  complaints  received  are  promptly  and  efficiently  dealt  with. 

During  the  year,  59  treatments  were  carried  out  (excluding 
sewers)  involving  252  visits.  No  legal  action  was  necessary. 

A  full  sewer  treatment  revealed  slight  infestation  in  the 
sewers  in  the  southern  end  of  the  town.  Following  poisoning,  no 
more  4  takes  ’  were  recorded. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES 

Licences  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Reg¬ 


ulations  :  — 

Dealers’  Licences,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dealers’  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  ...  5 

Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences,  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  2 

Supplementary  Dealers'  Licences,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 


During  the  year,  regular  routine  sampling  of  milks  sold  in  the 
Urban  area  was  as  follows  : — 


Pasteurised. 

No.  of  samples  taken  25 
Satisfactory  ...  ...  25 

Unsatisfactory  ...  — 


T.T. 

Raw  T.T. 

T  otals. 

( Pasteurised ) 

16 

9 

50 

16 

7 

48 

— 

2 

2 

In  both  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples,  the  producer  came 
from  outside  the  Urban  area  and  the  matter  was  referred  to  the 
appropriate  Authority. 

No  samples  were  taken  for  biological  examination  but  this 
gap  will  be  rectified  in  the  ensuing  year. 


Considerable  attention  was  given  to  a  local  dairy  where  anal¬ 
yses  of  bottle  rinses  showed  the  bottles  to  be  inadequately  washed 
intermittently.  Co-operation  with  the  Dairyman,  the  County 
Public  Health  Officer  and  the  Milk  Advisory  Officer  of  the 
Wiltshire  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  resulted  in  consid¬ 
erable  progress.  Whilst  fully  satisfactory  results  were  not  achieved 
in  1957,  I  should  conclude  this  item  by  saying  that  by  early  1958 
the  problem  was  solved. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS 

No  slaughterhouses  are  licensed  in  the  area  and  inspection  of 
meat  and  other  foodstuffs  is  normally  on  request  of  traders  and 
members  of  the  public.  Some  13  Condemnation  Certificates  were 
issued  for  a  variety  of  tinned  foods,  fish  and  some  carcase  meats 
or  offals. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Thirteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  t  results  as 
follows  :  — 

Grade  I  Grade  II  Grade  III  Grade  IV 

10  2  —  1 

Results  falling  into  Grade  I  and  II  form  a  satisfactory  per¬ 
centage.  Results  of  the  unsatisfactory  sample  was  communicated 
to  the  Authority  in  the  area  where  the  ice  cream  was  produced, 
meanwhile  repeat  samples  on  other  batches  proved  satisfactory. 

OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 

Three  cases  of  unsatisfactory  foodstuffs  were  reported  by 
members  of  the  general  public.  Two  were  dealt  with  informally 
by  discussions  with  the  traders  concerned. 

In  the  other  case,  persistent  sampling  of  a  cooked  meat 
product  resulted  in  an  inconclusive  series  of  results,  and  no  further 
action  was  taken. 

At  the  request  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  routine 
sampling  of  fish  meal  and  dried  blood  products  was  effected. 
Results  revealed  no  salmonellae  present. 

FOOD  PREMISES 

No  organised  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  was  in¬ 
stigated,  but  55  visits  were  made  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations.  Generally,  a  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  was  evident. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

No  formal  action  was  necessary  during  the  year. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

One  licence  under  this  Act  was  issued  in  1957. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 


No.  on 

Inspec¬ 

Written  Prosec- 

Register. 

tions. 

Notices.  utions. 

1. 

Factories  without  power 

1 

1 

—  — _ 

2. 

Factories  with  power  ... 

41 

21 

—  — 

3. 

Other  premises 

1 

— 

—  — 

4. 

Outworkers 

28 

— 

—  — 

No  action  was  found  necessary  to  ensure  compliance  with 
the  Regulations,  etc.  A  nuisance  from  a  Cellulose  Spraying 
Plant  was  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  PADDLING  POOL 


Whilst  there  is,  as  yet,  no  swimming  pool  in  the  town,  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Paddling  Pool  is  constant,  particularly  in  the 
occasional  hot  weather  spell.  Chlorination  was  generally  satis¬ 
factorily  found  to  be  carried  out. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

# 

Talks  to  various  organisations  on  the  work  of  a  Public 
Health  Inspector  served  a  useful  purpose  in  this  connection.  Three 
such  evenings  were  thus  well  spent. 


PETROLEUM  ACTS,  1928  AND  1936 

Administration  of  these  Acts  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspector,  but  it  is  anticipated  that  in  1958  the 
Wiltshire  County  Fire  Brigade  officers  will  undertake  the  duties 
as  Inspecting  Officers.  The  Council  has  adopted  the  Standard 
General  Requirements  drawn  up  by  the  Wiltshire  County  Fire 
Brigade  based  on  the  Home  Office  Model  Code,  and  a  general 
tightening  up  on  many  existing  premises  seems  desirable. 

Number  of  premises  licensed  ...  ...  27 

Total  gallonage  of  petroleum  involved  ...  98,035 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  13 

DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1957 

The  administration  of  this  Order  was  delegated  by  the  County 
Council  to  District  Councils. 

No  premises  where  licences  are  necessary  exist  in  the  town, 
but  seven  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  swill  is  collected  or 
boiled  in  smaller  quantities  where  licences  are  not  necessary. 


RENT  ACT,  1957 

Advice  and  help  was  given  to  landlords  and  tenants  on  several 
occasions.  A  full  selection  of  the  numerous  official  forms  involved 
is  stocked  by  the  Department.  No  applications  were  received  for 
Certificates  of  Disrepair.  It  would  seem  that  informal  or  formal 
action  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  is  the  more  pop¬ 
ular  course  of  action. 
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FACTORIES 
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Outwork — Making  wearing  apparel 


CONCLUSION 


My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  all  Councillors,  colleagues  and 
townsfolk  who  have  made  my  early  days  in  Melksham  pleasant 
and  fruitful.  Whilst  there  are  many  facets  of  Public  Health  yet 
waiting  for  my  attention,  I  anticipate  substantial  progress  being 
made  in  1958 


I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Yours  sincerely, 

W.  F.  ACRES, 

Public  Health  Inspector 
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